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Manolo Cagnin was born in Treviso, Italy. He became interested in music at an early age and was taught violin and viola at the conservatory in Venice. He went on to study composition, choral music, and choral and orchestral conducting in Venice, Milan and in Leipzig with Kurt Masur and Fabio Luisi. 

In Leipzig, Cagnin worked with the St. Thomas Boys’ Choir (Thomanerchor Leipzig), J.S. Bach’s choir. He was assistant to the artistic director, Georg Christoph Biller, and regularly conducted the choir at St. Thomas’s Church. In 2007, he led the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig in his first opera production, La Tragédie de Carmen by Marius Constant and Georges Bizet.

In 2008, Cagnin took over as one of the conductors of the Vienna Boys’ Choir. Music is a passion to him, and his declared aim is to instil a love of music in the singers and the audience. ‘Music, and particularly singing, is a gift; it is a language everyone understands. As performers, we have a duty to master that language. We have a duty to reach out to our audience, to engage, to touch people. If we manage that, we will have achieved much.’ Cagnin particularly likes the fact that each of the choristers has his own unique personality. ‘It is a very honest way to make music.’ When not rehearsing, the ebullient choirmaster can be spotted on the football pitch.

With his choir, Cagnin has travelled to China, Singapore, and Vietnam, to Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Italy, and Spain, to South America, to Canada, and to the United Arab Emirates. This is his second tour of the United States.
